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What’s SLPA! I’m sure you saw yard signs 
this past month scattered all over the 
landscape of Big Spirit. There was also a 
mailing with an enclosure of our activities 
and the values of our organization. Why 
did we do this? The time has come to be 
bold in pursuing big ideas to benefit our 
lake. In other words, instead of being an 
organization that reacts to an issue, let's 
change course and be proactive in our 
endeavors.

Case in point: Reeds Run was a beautiful 
spot on the east side of the lake with 
43 acres in CRP ground owned by the 
Methodist Church. An investor wanted 
to develop this property for individual 
homes. We support development 
especially responsible development. 
We were informed by Dickinson County 
Conservation how important that piece 
of property was for water quality. So the 
SLPA got into action with the assistance 
of the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation 

to acquire this 43 acres now managed by 
Dickinson County Conservation Board. We 
reacted to the moment at hand. It is time 
for our organization to change course, to 
be proactive on big ideas. 

Is this possible? Absolutely! Our strength 
is derived by the partnerships we have 
fostered over the past 6 years. The Iowa 
Natural Heritage Foundation, the Okoboji 
Foundation, the Dickinson County Water 
Quality Commission and the Dickinson 
County Conservation Board have all 
assisted our organization in the pursuit of 
some grand projects. In addition to Reeds 
Run, add the Wallace-Bowers Nature 
Area and the pursuit of the property near 
McClelland’s Beach. All of these projects 
reflect the SLPA mission statement. “The 
SLPA works to protect the quality of water 
in the Big Spirit Lake watershed and to 
maintain the quality of life for the people 
who use it.”

We are currently being proactive on the 
Templar Park Recreation Area to clean 
up this site. A vision document has been 
written outlining the goals which include 
cleaning up the shoreline, getting rid of 
overgrown brush, eliminating dead trees, 
removing some ash trees which are dying, 
and it is an ambitious project, and the 
DNR simply does not have the funding to 
accomplish these goals. This is an example 
where we can assist to really make this a 
beautiful site again. 

This leads me to our Annual Meeting at 
Mini-Wakan State Park on August 14. 
Coffee, juice and doughnuts will be served 
at 8:00 am and our meeting will follow at 
8:30 am. Our guest speaker will be Mike 
Hawkins from the DNR. He will be giving a 
presentation of the important work being 
done on Anglers Bay to create an “Oak 
Savanna.” You will enjoy this enlightening 
presentation, so please attend our meeting. 
See you there!

KIRK HUISENGA SLPA Pres ident
PRESIDENT’S LETTER

LIKE TO BE INVOLVED?
If you’d like to be involved but not fully 
committed, the SLPA has just the thing for 
you. Give volunteering a try. Did you . . .
• Notice the folk working the pancake 

breakfast?  
• Admire the photos on Facebook, our web 

site, or the newsletter? 
• Like the looks of the newly painted picnic 

tables?   

• Check out the Purple Martin colony at 
Templar? 

• Think Templar Recreation Area could use 
some freshening up?  

• Spot the Spirit Lake Fire Department at 
the fireworks?  

Those and other activities are more 
enjoyable because of folk like you who 

appreciate our beautiful lakes and want 
to help out. Not everyone can commit 
to working all the time, but we can all 
be involved some of the time.  Calls for 
volunteer activities will be posted on our 
Facebook page, or contact a board member 
if you have a project that interests you.  
Hope to hear from you soon.
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SLPA INFORMATION

PANCAKE BREAKFAST

If you did not attend the Pancake Breakfast, you missed the 
opportunity to see and to bid on a lovely piece of original artwork by 
SLPA member Meredith Spykerman. The painting of the Mini-Wakan 
Lodge was donated to the SLPA as a silent auction item. Thank you 
to Meredith for supporting the efforts of the SLPA with your time and 
talent!

ANNUAL MEETING 
Back together again! The SLPA is excited to announce 

that our annual meeting will be returning to its 
traditional time and traditional place!  Please join us 

Saturday, August 14, at the Mini-Wakan Shelter House.  
Mike Hawkins will be talking about the oak savanna 

project and water quality.  Come for coffee and doughnuts 
at 8:00; the meeting starts at 8:30.

FACEBOOK

The Spirit Lake Protective Association Facebook page continues to 
be a good communication tool for our members. From lost pets to 
lost boating items, our members have rallied around and helped 
share information so “lost” has often become “found!” As one 
person said, “You love your sunsets and sunrises,” and, yes, we 
do! Our members have contributed beautiful landscape photos as 
well as wildlife photos and historical information. We continue to 
share information relevant to our “Quality of Water ~ Quality of Life” 
mission and have 1,000 members on the page. Please remember that 
when inviting members to our page, they must complete the member 
questions to be accepted. We do this to prevent unauthorized users 
from accessing the page. 

Amazon Smile and your identification of the Spirit Lake 
Protective Association as the recipient continue to provide 
funds to the SLPA! If you have not done so yet, support the 
SLPA by signing up for Amazon Smile and identify the Spirit 
Lake Protective Association as your designated charity. 
Just use this link to directly sign in to Amazon Smile, 
smile.amazon.com/ch/42-1375213 and avoid the hassle of 
finding us on the list! Amazon pays 0.5% to the SLPA quarterly 
for all purchases made from buyers who identify SLPA as their 
choice non-profit. We thank you all who are willing to do so; it 
is a painless way to make a donation to SLPA!

The 2021 SLPA pancake feed was again a huge success, far exceeding 
any of our previous events. After the covid break of last year, we 
were ready to get back to normal, and it appears our members and 
guests were also. We thank all who came to help support everything   
your SLPA does. The weather continues to favor us and having a 
Saturday schedule certainly helped with the attendance. Chris’ 
Cakes again did a fantastic job serving “all you can eat” pancakes 
to 952 members and guests. Even with the two serving lines, there 
were some delays, but the skill and showmanship of the servers 
helped to make the time bearable. The SLPA Board, spouses, and 
other volunteers served coffee, juice, strawberries, blueberries, 
and whipped cream to young and old alike. Our previous high was 
721, so we saw a huge increase, so much so that we ran out of 
food and supplies around 11 AM. We apologize to those  whom we 
couldn’t serve. Our thanks go out to Fareway, Hy-Vee, and Walmart 
for their generous donations of items helping to make our day a 
great success.



The Iowa Natural Heritage 
Foundation (INHF) continues its 
efforts to raise funds for the 
purchase of 50 acres directly north 
of Elinor Bedell State Park on the 
shores of East Lake. 

INHF secured an option to purchase 
the land, known as the East Okoboji 
Shore protection project, last fall 
with the help of donations from the 
Spirit Lake Protective Association 
and other organizations and 
individuals. Now, INHF must raise 
the full purchase price of $8 million 
through donations or pledges by 
Labor Day 2021 in order to buy 
the property outright. With many 
generous pledges already received, 
the campaign is approaching 70% 
complete, but more help is needed 
to get it across the finish line. If 
the necessary funds are not raised, 
the option will expire and the land 
will likely be sold for development. 

The property contains 50 acres of 
grassland and mature trees and is 
bordered by multiple public natural 
areas. The site also contains the 
last remaining privately owned 
undeveloped shoreline on the lake, 
stretching 2,020 feet along the 
east shore of East Lake. 

If INHF can purchase the land, 
the nonprofit conservation group 

will continue to own and manage 
the property while working on 
restoration of the prairie and oak 
savanna. There will likely be low-
impact public use, but the land will 
primarily be managed to maintain 
wildlife habitat and protect the 
water quality of the Great Lakes 
system. Protection of the site will 
not only ensure the scenic beauty of 
the area, but it preserves a natural 
buffer that helps to slow and clean 
water before entering the lake. 

The INHF will also work with 
Dickinson County Conservation to 
place a conservation easement 
on the property which will protect 
the land in its natural state in 
perpetuity. 

People interested in donating to the 
project or assisting in fundraising 
can find more info at www.INHF.org/
eastokobojishore or contact INHF 
Director of Philanthropy Abby Hade 
Terpstra at aterpstra@inhf.org or 
by calling 515-288-1846. 
Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation is 
a nonprofit conservation group that 
works with private landowners and 
public partners to protect and restore 
Iowa's land, water and wildlife. Since 
its founding in 1979, INHF has helped 
protect more than 180,000 acres of Iowa's 
natural resources, including dozens of 
sites around Iowa’s Great Lakes.

PROTECTING THE NATURAL SHORELINE ON EAST OKOBOJ I
By Joe Jay jack Communicat ions Di rector,  Iowa Natura l  Her i tage Foundat ion

BREW & BRAINSTORM

After a hiatus in 2020, Brew and 
Brainstorm will be back in 2021-22! If 
you like to talk about Big Spirit, this 
event is for you. It is an opportunity 
to socialize with other Big Spirit 
residents, enjoy the brew you like, and 
discuss anything that is Big Spirit! 
There is no agenda for the meeting and 
the date, time and location are shared 
via the Facebook page.

Not on Facebook? Send us an email at 
spiritlakeprotective@gmail.com.

BRASL

Bike Ride Around Spirit Lake (BRASL), sponsored by the Spirit Lake Chamber of Commerce, 
came back with riders once again circumnavigating Big Spirit Lake. The SLPA was  at their 
rest stop at Mini- Wakan serving up water, fruit, and other treats provided by the Chamber. 
We are proud to be a part of this event and thank those of you who registered for and made 
the ride around the lake! See you next year!



DONATIONS

CENTURY CLUB MEMBERS
MEMORIALS The SLPA gratefully acknowledges the 
memorial contributions that we receive and we thank 
the donors for their thoughtfulness. This year we want 
to recognize a donation in honor of the following people: 
Beatrice Ann Currier, Lee Currier, Ida Estes, Jeanne and 
Henry Hanby, Craig Rogers, Jane Tentinger Schmidt, 
and Arnold Yates.

COMMERCIAL MEMBERS
Regular Membership $50
Custom Creations
Darrel D Kirschner Trucking
Indian Hills Golf Course Inc
Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation 
Jennings Tire & Repair
Lakes Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Mikos & Matt Furniture
The State Bank
The Three Sons
Zach’s Lift Service

Sustaining Membership $100
Bank Midwest - Spirit Lake
City of Orleans
City of Spirit Lake
Consumer Lumber
Erpelding, Voigt & Co LLP
Great Lakes Marine Inc.
Hoien Realty
McKean’s 22nd St Bar & Grill
Okoboji View Golf Course
Shore Station

FIREWORKS DONATIONS
Corporate Sponsor 
Kabele’s Trading Post and Lodge

Starbursts ($250-$499)
Jennings Tow & Repair
Kuhlman Lake Service and Welding, Inc
Shore Station of Okoboji

Rockets ($500-$999)
City of Orleans
City of Spirit Lake
John & Jeanne Den Hartog
Oak Hill Marina
Polaris Industries, Inc.
Zach’s Lift Service

Aerial Bombs ($1000 or more)
Greg Currell
James & Phyllis Currell
Craig & Marcia Lawrence

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS 
Amazon Smile
Brand Management and Investment
Nick & Sue Hunt
Iowa Lakes Association - Share of Dissolved Entity
Polaris Industries Inc

IN-KIND DONORS 
Fareway
HyVee
Walmart
Lakes Marketing and Print
Kuylman’s Lake Service and Welding, Inc.
Spirit Lake Fire Department

Daniel & Marcia Allen
Asquewoninn LLC

Steve Avery
Boyd & Cheryl Bahney

William & Mary Beardsley
Ed & Candi Beittel

Robert & Lee Belt, Jr.
Barbara Benson

David & Sue Benson
Sheldon & Linda Bieri

Alan & Sue Blake
Greg & Rosemary Brandt

Dean & Kathy Breuer
Jack & Margie Burrell

David & Martha Chozen
City of Orleans

City of Spirit Lake
Kathleen & Owen Copeland
Randy & Stacie Cornwall

Pat & Shawn Costello
Nicholas & Karen Credgington

Keith & Diane Culver
Gloria Currell
Greg J Currell

James & Phyllis Currell
John Dalton

John & Jeanne Den Hartog
Joe & Linda Devitt

Linda DeVore
Brad Dykes

Tom & Karen Erickson
Erpelding, Voigt & Co, LLP

Joe Estes
Shawn & Jolene Fechter

Joe & Jane Feller
Michael & Harriet Fliss

Brad & Meg Freking
Julie Gibson

Lee & Gina Glasoe
Carol A Gronstal

Rob Hall
Joel Haver

Richard Hoberg
Kirk & Becki Huisenga

Mark G & Kay Hulst
Jennings Tow & Repair
Trent & Jeanne Johnson

Susan & Ned Jones
Dwain & Marcia Jorgensen

Kabele’s Trading Post & Lodge
Tom & Annette Kalkhoff

David & Mary Ann Kapaska
Mark Keairnes

Terry & Gayla Kendall
Rex & Christena Knapp

Charles W Kraut
Dr. Eric & Jennifer Larson
Craig & Marcia Lawrence
Scott & Marlys Lawrence

Michael J. Lenz
Frank Leupold

William & Julia Leupold
Brice Erichsen & Amber Long

Rosie Lundquist
Dean & Thelma Madagan

Alan & Lori Madsen
John & Juliana Mayne

Frank & Marilyn McDowell
Carlyle & Carolyn Mitchell
Michael & Debra Molenaar

ShoreStation of Okoboji
Jerry & Candie Nelson
Allen & Linda Nepper

Dennis Neppl
Marcus & Janet Neppl

Rachele Norcross

Wayne & Margaret Northey
Oak Hill Marina, Inc.

Patricia Pietig Revocable Trust
Mark & Debra Pellet
Clay & Ann Pierce

Polaris Industries, Inc.
William & Linda Prescott
Doug & Nancy Pringnitz

G. Wallis Reed
Roger & Donna Rieck

Margaret Wilcox Rogers
David & Megan Ruzicka
Larry & Kathy Sather

Rod Sather
Dean & Julie Schmidt

Tom Schmidt
Keith & Wendy Schonewill
Steve & Sandra Schultz

Douglas & Suzanne Seltz
John & Marsha Smeltzer

Mark & Cindy Smith
Matt & Marty Spies

Murray & Stacey Stanley
Jerry & Ardie Strawman
Stephen & Kim Stroud
Jeff & Lurene Swalve

Joeseph & Robyn Swisher
Kurt & Lesli Tentiger

The Three Sons
Hugh & Virginia Thompson

Lowell Tifft
Joseph & Karleen Ulman
Matthew & Juliet Ulman
Dave & Carol Van Roekel

Zach’s Lift Service
Scott & Melanie Zeigler
John & Sue Ziegenbusch

The SLPA funds the July 3rd fireworks through membership dues and other donations, and 
we thank all our members for their generosity. The people listed here are Century Club 
members who have donated $100 or more to be used exclusively for the fireworks. 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THE DONORS WHOSE NAMES ARE BOLDED FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTION OF $500 OR MORE.

HELP THE SLPA CHART 
OUR "VISION 100" PLAN

What’s your vision for the future of 
Big Spirit Lake? We want to hear from 
you!!

Consistent with its mission to guard 
and to improve both quality of water 
and quality of life, the board of the 
SLPA is formulating a “Vision 100” 
plan for the future. Your suggestions 
will help shape it.

Your SLPA will celebrate its 100th 
anniversary in a few years. By 
instituting long-range planning and 
fund development now, the Board 
believes significant progress toward 
visionary goals may be in place as the 
SLPA enters its 2nd century.

Please, tell us your vision. Write to us 
at SpiritLakeProtective@gmail.com.

REEDS RUN

In April, 2020, the Dickinson County 
Conservation Board initiated its first burn of 
the Reeds Run wildlife area. A prescribed fire 
was completed on the area to help manage 
the land. So one of the questions we get is 
WHY. Prescribed burning is used for a variety 
of reasons. One of the most notable burning 
benefits is to maintain the health of the existing 
natural area containing native plants. The fire 
helps remove dead plant material enabling 
prairie grass seeds to more easily find their 
way down to the soil that aids in cleaner water. 
A prairie fire also eliminates competition from 
other plants that might take nutrients and 
resources from fledgling prairie grasses.

The area will be monitored throughout the 
summer to control any thistles on the property, 
but it will be allowed to develop naturally at 
the moment. If you have a minute, stop out and 
take a walk through the prairie and listen to 
the sounds.



This year saw the culmination of a project 
that was born about five years ago. The 
SLPA and the other lakes associations 
began receiving proceeds from the annual 
Walleye Weekend Tournament. We at the 
SLPA began brainstorming how to best use 
these funds. It was decided that since the 
money came from a fishing tournament, 
it should be used to benefit those that 
participated. It was quickly decided that 
the first item to work on was the dock at 
the spillway. As the funds continued to 
come in from the Walleye Weekend each 
year, it was soon apparent that there 
would be enough to purchase a new dock 
for the ramp. The DNR was contacted to 
make sure they were okay with such a 
contribution. Bids were taken on several 
designs, but before a decision could be 
made, the DNR informed us that there were 
plans to upgrade the spillway area to make 
room for more parking. So the project was 
postponed for a year.

During this delay, two members of your 

SLPA met with representatives of the DNR 
and the Dickinson County Conservation 
Board (DCCB) to discuss an expansion of 
the project. It was suggested that as long 
as some improvements were being made to 
parking in the spillway area, why not add 
a new section to the west of the ramp and 
allow the new dock to be positioned in the 
middle to allow for loading and unloading 
on both sides. The project was approved, 
and Lee Sorenson of the DCCB handled the 
project preparing bids and specifications.

Your SLPA contributed $10,000 which 
became the local contribution required to 
secure a Water Recreation Access Grant of

$70,000. Additional funding came from 
the Iowa Great Lakes Fishing Club, 
$2,000; Diamond Concrete, $7,800; the 
Conservation Foundation of Dickinson 
County, $5,000 and the Dickinson County 
Conservation Board, $7,000. The entire 
project was completed by Diamond 
Concrete, and the dock was installed in 
time for the Walleye Weekend, 2021.

SPILLWAY DOCK AND RAMP

Chances are if you’re reading this article, 
you are a lover of our Great Lakes area with 
a bias towards our very own Big Spirit. As 
a member of the SLPA, you are invested 
in the quality of the water that you swim, 
boat, or fish in. While there are other 
entities dedicated to the quality of water 
in Iowa’s smallest county, this article 
will focus on the Dickinson County Water 
Quality Commission.

The Commission was formed in 2001 
by a 28E agreement between Dickinson 
County, Arnolds Park, Lake Park, Milford, 
Okoboji, Orleans, Spirit Lake, Superior, 
Terrill, Wahpeton, and West Okoboji. These 
entities pledged to donate money on a per 
capita basis for the express purpose of 
keeping our water clean. 

The mechanism for distribution of funding 
is by application for projects by any group 
(besides those that form the commission). 
The projects must improve, protect, or 
enhance the quality of water in Dickinson 
County. Possible projects could be: 
• Public education, public awareness and 

information distribution (ex. boat ramp 
zebra mussel information) 

• Creation or maintenance of best 
management practices (ex. Retention 
Ponds) 

• Erection and maintenance of storm 
water runoff facilities (ex. Reeds Run) 

• Bank stabilization (ex. Crescent Park) 
and water treatment (ex. Francis Sites 
Storm Water Wetland)

• Water monitoring (ex. Silver Lake 
Watershed samples) 

• Activities to abate and remove invasive 
species (ex. fish barrier)

• Any other activities which will improve, 
protect, or enhance the quality of water 
in the lakes and watersheds in Dickinson 
County. 

In July the commissioners approve the 
grant forms which then become available 
to the public in August, with help sessions 
available for those who need guidance in 
filling out the forms. The completed forms 
are then given to the commissioners in 
October who give points in the areas of:
• Direct impact on water quality 
• Data that shows the project's needs
• How much it will influence awareness of 

water quality issues

• If the budget and timeline realistic.

The commissioners turn their graded 
sheets in; they are totaled and ranked 
with the projects earning the most points 
being approved. The commissioners 
voting approval of the projects occurs in 
November. Once a project is approved, 
the project applicants have three years to 
complete their project or their funding is 
withdrawn. Last year with help from the 
Iowa DNR, the Water Quality Commission 
approved $370,000 to the various projects.

According to the Iowa Economic 
Development Authority Tourism Office, 
it is estimated that the lakes of 
Dickinson County bring in approximately 
$312,730,000 in economic activity. Are 
they worth protecting? You betcha! Even 
if you don’t swim, boat, or fish, in our 
beautiful lakes, you benefit. The lakeshore 
property brings in property taxes that allow 
our farming friends to pay half the amount 
of property taxes as they pay in other 
counties. Water quality is worth it, and the 
work of the Dickinson County Water Quality 
Board is important.

DICKINSON COUNTY WATER QUALITY COMMISSION



Native prairie restoration and maintenance 
requires patience and is a perpetual work 
in process. The Iowa Natural Heritage 
Foundation (INHF) North Shore projects 
are no exception. Comprising four parcels, 
the INHF North Shore watershed protection 
projects total 208 acres between Mini-
Wakan State Park and Trickle Slough 
Wildlife Management Area.

Last autumn, McClelland Beach residents 
and passersby noticed a flurry of activity 
on the 160-acre Wallace and Bowers 
Nature Area, which is part of the North 
Shore project complex. Most notable were 
the dirt work and grading efforts to restore 
the wetland on the northwest corner of the 
property. As was common early in the past 
century, this wetland was drained and 
farmed.

Together with its partners, INHF is working 
to restore the wetland’s natural landscape 
and function sculpted by the Wisconsin 

glacier 15,000 years ago. For ten thousand 
years, this wetland filtered water flowing 
into Spirit Lake while providing a home for 
an abundance of wildlife. And it will again. 
This past December, INHF staff seeded 
the wetland with locally sourced native 
species that would have been prevalent 
prior to this land meeting the plow.

Onlookers may also notice a new prairie 
strip running parallel with the county 
blacktop. This, too, was seeded last winter 
and will improve water and soil quality by 
further staving off erosion and providing 
additional filtration for water that flows 
into our beloved lakes.

Please be patient. A new native seeding 
requires 2-3 years to develop deep 
taproots and significant surface growth. 
Ultimately, the native prairie species will 
crowd out the undesirable weedy species 
that cause us consternation. In the coming 
months, you will see INHF staff and 

volunteers mowing the prairie strips for 
weed control, thereby allowing the native 
species to grow and flourish. Future prairie 
management will also include periodic 
prescribed burns to invigorate the prairie, 
replicating what nature has been doing for 
many millenniums.

Coupling the new prairie strips and 
wetland restoration with sound 
conservation farming practices, much has 
been accomplished to benefit the water 
and soil in and around the Iowa Great 
lakes. Yet, there is much more work to be 
done to realize our vision for watershed 
protection on INHF-owned-and-stewarded 
acres bordering Spirit Lake. Always work in 
process.

Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation is 
grateful to the SLPA and every partner in 
conservation helping protect our water and 
soil for the benefit of wildlife and all of us 
who admire and enjoy Iowa’s Great Lake.

NATIVE PRAIRIE  IN PROCESS 
Greg Grupp,  INHF Board o f  D i rectors

HISTORY BUFFS AT THE DICKINSON 
COUNTY MUSEUM

Explore the history of Big Spirit at our museum! At the Dickinson 
County Museum in Spirit Lake, you will find artifacts and articles 
that highlight the treasures of Dickinson County and Big Spirit. 
Through the collection of photos, you can imagine enjoying a stay 
at the historic Crandall’s Lodge, the Orleans Hotel, or Masonic 
Lodge at Templar Point. You can see the Queen being moved 
from Big Spirit to East Okoboji.  Learn about the 1940 Armistice 
Day plane crash on Big Spirit. If you have never heard of Fred 
Gilbert, the Wizard of Spirit Lake, take some time to check out 
the museum and find out more about Fred! With no way to list all 
available items to view, a visit to the museum might be in order!



The smell of sun tan lotion, a tug on the end of a line, the beauty of a sunset. . . 
all have memories that access our inner “lake life.” Memories that increase our 
overall quality of life. Your Spirit Lake Protective Association (SLPA) is working to 
increase opportunities for all of us to add to our “lake life” memories. Whether you 
live on the lake year-round, come here seasonally, or are a one-time visitor to the 
area, your opportunity for access is being enhanced through the following efforts.

Ice Fishing 2020-21
Ice fishing on Big Spirit Lake for the 2020-2021 season was “fair” and most 
would say that it was "just okay." Access on and off the ice was easier to maintain 
this season because we had less snow, and since the overall "bite" was only fair, 
we didn’t need as many access points. The boat ramp area at Mini-Wakan got bad 
early in the season. We just left it pretty much alone since the 
yellow perch didn’t seem to be out from Mini-Wakan as best we 
could tell. We were able to maintain the Marble Ramp with the 
help of John Boetcher's tractor so that worked well. Buffalo Run 
remained largely accessible as did the Spillway (south shore 
at Ainsworth-Orleans) since the water wasn’t running through 
the Spillway. Angling pressure remained good throughout the 
season. Hoping for a stronger catch in 2021-2022.
Tanya Petersen Johnson  
(on behalf of Kabele's Trading Post and Lodge)

Sight lines
Working with the Iowa DNR, your SLPA is supporting the 
restoration of the oak savannah at Hale’s Slough. Although 
primarily intended to benefit the fragile bull rush beds by 
increasing light penetration, the project will produce the 
added benefit of improved water “access” through improved 
sight lines.

Virtual Access
Not all access to the “lake life” requires users to be present at 
the lake. This last crazy year we have ALL “taken a trip” and 
never left the room. Fortunately, our electronic devices have 
allowed us to roam the world without leaving home. You can 
visit Big Spirit Lake through our SLPA FACEBOOK page, study 
topics through content on our web page, or simply “Google” 
Big Spirit Lake ‘til your heart is content. We plan on improving 
both the quality and the quantity of your virtual access over 
the next year.

Future Considerations
Where do we go from here? Here's a list of “what if’s” that 
would enhance access if completed.
• Clear brush and non-native vegetation at Templar Park and 

Marble Beach Campground to provide better sight lines to 
the lake

• Build a trail through the Hale’s Slough area. The Dickinson 
County Trails Board has plans for such a trail

• Develop increased parking at the spillway boat ramp
• Provide a year round bathroom/fish cleaning station
• Increase road signage to existing public structures such as 

boat ramps, campgrounds and picnic areas
• Your ideas here. Please let the SLPA Board know your 

thoughts.

“Lake life” memories depend upon access to all things lake. 
You can be assured that the SLPA will continue to work to 
increase your opportunities to make memories on our beautiful 
Spirit Lake.

THE SLPA SUPPORTS LAKE ACCESS



LONG TERM WATER 
QUALITY TRENDS IN 
SPIRIT LAKE By Mike Hawkins, 
Fisheries Management Biologist, Iowa DNR

When most people are asked to describe a 
healthy lake, what usually comes to mind 
is the clarity of the water. Clear water is 
often thought of as clean water. Although 
there are many situations when clear water 
is not clean at all, it is typically a good 
sign for a lake. In fact, water clarity can 
be combined with just one or two other 
water quality measurements to provide a 
very comprehensive index of overall lake 
health. In other words, all of the lake 
chemistry, biology, and physics happening 
in a lake can be summarized in one or two 
simple measurements. 

The instrument scientists use to put a 
number to water clarity is called a Secchi 
disk. The disk was first used in 1865 
to measure water transparency in the 
Mediterranean Sea by a papal scientist. 
It has since become the standard water 
transparency measurement around the 
world. A Secchi disk is a simple 8 inch 
black and white weighted metal disk that 
is lowered into the water until it disappears 
from view. The disk is then lifted until 
it reappears. The average of these two 
depths is the Secchi Depth. 

Is Spirit Lake getting clearer? 
The Cooperative Lakes Area Monitoring 
Program (CLAMP), which is run through 
Iowa Lakeside Lab, has been working 
with local volunteers to help collect water 
quality field measurements and water 
samples in the lakes of Dickinson County 
since 1999. This is one of the longest and 
most extensive monitoring efforts for our 
lakes and one of the longest running in 
the region. The chart above represents 760 
Secchi depth measurements from 1999 to 
the present. The data collected on Spirit 
Lake suggest a bit of a positive trend in 
water clarity since 1999 with an increase 

in clarity of about 1 foot. Other lakes in the 
chain show similar increases. West Okoboji 
Lake’s water clarity, for example, increased 
from 10 feet to 20 feet average during the 
same time period! 

Why is the water getting clearer? 
As one might imagine, there are many 
factors influencing water clarity. Describing 
and measuring water clarity is the easy 
part. Understanding all the chemical, 
biological, and physical interactions that 
impact water clarity in a lake is extremely 
complicated, to say the least. To make 
things easier we’ll just consider what is 
most important in understanding water 
clarity. It boils down the stuff floating in 
the water. There’s the biological stuff like 
plankton, the tiny plants and animals that 
form the base of the lake 
food chain, and the non-
biological stuff, mostly clay 
and silt particles. When the 
wind is blowing or the boats 
are out en masse, sediment 
in the water is very evident 
along the shoreline. The 
biological stuff that affects 
water clarity is mostly 
algae. It's what turns the 
water green. Simply put, if 
you reduce the amount of 
algae and/or sediment in the water, the 
water will be clearer. 

Aquatic plants require clear 
water to start growing, but 
these rooted plants also help 
keep the water clear. Their 
leaves and stems absorb wave 
energy helping settle out and 
stabilize sediment. Rooted 
plants also take up nutrients 
making it unavailable for 
algae to grow. Reducing the 
concentration of nutrients in 
the water also helps clear it up 

by keeping algae from growing. There have 
been many projects in the Iowa Great Lakes 
watershed designed to reduce nutrients in 
runoff and in groundwater entering the 
lake. Improved land practices and prairie 
restorations, reduced soil erosion from 
crop fields, wetland construction, and 
low impact development have all helped 
reduce the nutrients in the water. The 
Iowa Great Lakes Sanitary District was a 
huge improvement eliminating thousands 
of underground septic tanks that leached 
many nutrients into the groundwater that 
eventually entered the lake. All of these 
improvements and hard work have no 
doubt helped start the trend of clearer 

water over the last 20 years. 

In fact, if we look at phosphorus, another 
important measurement collected by 
CLAMP, we see a very impressive trend. The 
graph below shows a dramatic decrease in 
phosphorus in the lake. Since phosphorus 
is the nutrient that limits algae growth 
in most lakes, it is the focus of most 
conservation efforts. Simply said, add 
more phosphorus and we grow more algae. 
Phosphorus enters the lake attached to 
soil particles and can remain in the lake 
for many years or decades, cycling from 
the lake sediment to living things. This 
drop should help to reduce the intensity 
and frequency of algae blooms. It is safe 
to say, this drop is a direct result of long-
term conservation efforts. 

Will zebra mussels make the water even 
clearer? 
If they do, it will be in the next year or so. 
Their numbers increased exponentially in 
Spirit Lake in 2020, and we may see the 
highest densities in the next few years. 
The scientific literature suggests zebra 
mussels do have some impact on water 
clarity on some lakes. They feed by filtering 
the living stuff out of the water. They then 
secrete their waste on the lake bottom. 
This moves productivity from the water 
column to the lake bottom. Some studies 
show a 300% increase in benthic (lake 
bottom) productivity after infestation. 
Moving nutrients and productivity to the 
lake bottom can reduce the growth of 
algae. The resulting increase in clarity 
from less algae allows more aquatic plants 
to grow and allows them to grow in deeper 
water. Increased aquatic plant growth then 
promotes better water clarity which then 
grows more plants. This whole process 
feeds back on itself. 

Bottom line 
This positive work is making a difference 
and can be measured in the data you’ve 
collected--data that documents true 
progress towards better water quality. 



What’s the SLPA doing? Watching out for 
you! Not long ago I was having dinner at 
my cousin’s house just west of the Orleans 
boat ramp when he asked me, “What’s this 
SLPA thing you talk about?”

I was embarrassed at his question. Not 
because I didn’t know the answer but 
because somehow we hadn’t gotten the 
message to him that the SLPA works year 
round to protect the quality of water and 
the quality of life on Big Spirit Lake. Have 
YOU gotten the message? A year and a half 
ago, I joined the board of SLPA, and I was 
frankly amazed how many critical projects 
have been carried out by this little-known 
organization.

“So you’re hitting me up for membership. 
Tell me something the group has done 
that’s meaningful to me,” my cousin said. 
I was quick to answer. “SLPA isn’t them. 
It’s us. All of us on Big Spirit working to 
keep this the kind of place we want to take 
our family. And see the value of our homes 
and lake shore grow with inflation because 
it’s a lake people want to live on.”

“You want specifics,” I said. “SLPA 
successfully blocked a major development 

planned for the east side of the lake. SLPA 
led the fund drive that raised the money 
to buy the land and reserve it forever for 
public use and enjoyment. SLPA monitors 
water quality and leads efforts to buy land 
that’s contributing to upstream pollution 
of chemicals and silt. This work is critical 
to the future of Big Spirit. Ask any resident 
on the north end of Loon Lake why this is 
important. They’re living with uncontrolled 
silt to the point they can’t even float a 
boat.”

“The Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation is 
a huge friend of Big Spirit, standing with 
us and often leading projects that preserve 
our way of life”

“The SLPA is watching out for you. We’re 
carefully watching several trouble spots, 
and we work with the DNR and other 
agencies to keep our water clean. Have 
you noticed how clear the lake is this year? 
Wasn’t that way a couple decades back.”

“Oh, and I’ll bet you watch the fireworks 
every year? Who do you think pays for that 
fabulous display? SLPA. Through donations 
made by your friends and neighbors and 
business sponsors like our old friend 

Kabele’s.” I was about to list 10 other 
projects of SLPA, but my cousin stopped 
me.

“Easy,” he said, handing me a check for 
$130. “Here’s my $30 for dues and $100 
for the fireworks. I’m happy and proud to 
be part of SLPA.”

How about you? Will you join us in the fight 
for Quality of Water~Quality of Life on the 
lake we love? We have so many exciting 
projects underway and even bigger ones 
for the future.

WHAT’S SLPA DOING?
A Conversat ion wi th  Cra ig  Lawrence

Wendell Hansen, owner of Bird Haven, and 
John Smeltzer, SLPA Board member have had 
on-going conversations about purple martins 
in the Big Spirit Lake area. One day, during 
early 2020, Wendell called and said, “I have a 
house for Templar,” so their planning and talk 
were quickly forced into action. John called Tim 
Richey, Park Manager in the IGL area, to discuss 
the idea and soon had permission to install the 
housing unit at Templar. Because the housing 
structure was in need of some serious TLC, the 
winter and into the early spring of 2021 were 
spent cleaning, rebuilding and repainting it. It 
was installed at Templar State Recreation Area 
on April 1, 2021.

Purple martins over-winter for a few months in 
South America, generally Brazil, making that 
8,000 mile round-trip look easy. They arrive in 
the IGL’s area starting with “scouts” in the first 
week of April, and by April 15th, the larger group 
of birds arrive—just like clockwork.

Nesting activity begins shortly after arrival 
with the leaf-cutting of freshly emerging leaves 
being the final step prior to egg laying. One can 
tell that the return is real when mornings are 
filled with the chatter of birds reporting their 
presence to the world.

Each pair lays three to six small white eggs that 
are incubated 15 to 16 days before they hatch. 
The young birds are ready to test their wings by 
about day 26 to 32 days after hatching

And then, like clockwork, the cycle for the year is 
over; the birds in the IGL area are off by August 
15th on their trip back to Brazil.

Stop by the parking lot and find the purple 
martin colony just north of the restroom area. 
You can watch  the coming and going of the 
birds from the comfort of your car.

Our many thanks to Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources, particularly Park Managers Tim 
Richey and Heath Gravert, for their help with 
this project.

PURPLE MARTIN PROJECT



Anyone who’s taken a boat ride this season can’t miss seeing the 
buoys that ring Big Spirit Lake—about 50 of them in total. They’re 
in place for one reason: safety. And you’ll find three kinds of buoys 
in place.

The first, of course, are the traditional 300-foot marker buoys. Inside 
that distance from shore, you can’t exceed five miles per hour. When 
your kids are out on a paddleboard or you’re anchored for fishing, 
it’s good to know that you won’t be in the path of a speeding boat. 
There are always cheaters but don’t be bashful; tell them you’re 
watching.

The second type of buoys—the black and white ones—mark hazards 
under water. Even at today’s low lake levels, we have only two hazard 
markers. One is way out on Stony Point; the other is on Little Stony.

The third group of buoys marks public swimming beaches, one on 
Crandall’s Beach on the north, the other at Orleans on the south, 
and a third at Marble Beach. Watch for them!

Some boaters love to speed by the 300-foot buoys as fast as they 
can and, yes, some hit them. The SLPA thanks the dedicated staff 
of the DNR who work conscientiously to keep Big Spirit Lake a safe 
place for families. Please, report any damaged or sinking buoys to 
the DNR or to spiritlakeprotective@gmail.com.

When you join the SLPA, you’re part of the buoy system because your 
annual dues help pay the cost of placing and replacing them—
just one of the many ways SLPA lives out its mission: Quality of 
Water~Quality of Life on Big and Little Spirit Lake!

THE BUOYS ARE BACK!

North Templar Park Homeowners 
Association (NTP) was incorporated on 
April 17, 1975…but this was merely a 
small step in the history of the area!

The state park area is officially known 
as the Templar State Recreation Area. 
Currently there is an SLPA sub-committee 
working on preservation of the area and 
improvements to the area. The area was 
originally an expanse of marsh ground with 
a road and a bridge built to cross over. In 
1924 the open water on the north side was 
filled in to make a parade ground and, 
eventually, a 3-hole golf course.

A brief history overview includes that 
in 1884 on an area known as Kingman 
Point, the Knights purchased 10 acres 
to establish a facility. In 1890 the first 
building was constructed and the first 
meetings were held. Those buildings 
were destroyed by a tornado in 1898. A 
new building was constructed in 1910 
with first the north wing, then adding the 
south wing and the rotunda. In 1917, this 

building burned and in 1919 was rebuilt. 
In 1930, an additional purchase expanded 
the grounds to 42 acres, and cottages 
were being built. The rebuilt structure had 
150 rooms and a 350-person dining hall. 
September 7, 1979 was the final day of the 
main structure; weeks were spent taking 
the wings down, and the rotunda section 
was imploded.

The Pavilion, located to the south of the 
main building was erected in 1918. Used 
for dances and large gatherings, it became 
a victim of progress. A few years after the 
main building came down, it was also torn 
down (1998) following the last event held 
by the Okoboji Yacht Club.

Currently there are 26 homes officially 
in the NTP Homeowners Association. 
Many of these have been in families for 
generations. The area has undergone a 
nearly complete transformation with an 
additional emergence after the floods of 
1993. Only the first 7 and the last 2 homes 
were not flooded. Many of the residences 

were torn down and replaced with year-
round residences. Nearly all the homes 
are winterized, and many residents have 
chosen to retire here. Some of the existing 
structures were built in the 1940s; now 
fourth and fifth generations of families 
currently reside and visit here.

During the last two years, the homeowners 
association completely replaced the 
water service. Alliant Energy worked with 
the association to bury all the overhead 
electric lines and installed new street 
lights. Current projects underway are 
replacing the sewer system to be followed 
by  a road upgrade.

FROM NORTH TEMPLAR PARK



As most Spirit Lake Protective Association 
(SLPA) members know, the DNR and 
partners, including the SLPA, initiated 
an aggressive and long-term habitat 
enhancement project on Big Spirit's east 
shore, known as Anglers Bay. This property, 
featuring nearly a mile of shoreline, 
consists of long-term state-owned property 
that was purchased from the Yarnes family 
in 2006. Ecological studies conducted 
in the early 2000's suggested that the 
best-in-state hardstem bulrush and 
other near-shore aquatic and terrestrial 
native plant beds could be enhanced by 
removing the shade-providing trees along 
the shore. Further thought suggested that 
aggressively removing all non-native trees 
and replacing them with native species 
(bur oak, hackberry, basswood, walnut, 
and others) in the near shore area and on 
suitable associated upland areas would 
not only benefit water quality and oak 
savanna/open woodlot wildlife species. It 
would also return the area to what it was 
pre-European settlement, thereby making 
it unique and very picturesque natural 
area in the Iowa Great Lakes.

Phase 1 of the project was completed 
in late 2020 and involved conducting 
archeological surveys of the site, developing 
a detailed long-term restoration plan for 
the site. DNR conducted a public education 
effort including a public meeting, media 
news releases and one-on-one interaction 
with interested citizens. The DNR thanks 
the SLPA for their support during this 
public education effort.

Phase 2 of the project was initiated in 
February 2021 and involved writing a 
contract and hiring a contractor to remove 
previously identified invasive trees from 
the non-sloped areas of nearly 5,000' 

of shoreline. This effort resulted in over 
90% of the trees, consisting mostly of 
green ash and other species like box 
elder, cottonwood, buckthorn, etc., being 
removed and converted into marketable 
timber which greatly reduced contract cost. 
Extreme efforts were made to minimize soil 
disturbance and to eliminate sediment 
transfer to Big Spirit Lake, including 
working nearly entirely on ground that 
sloped away from the lake, erecting silt 
fences in the few areas that sloped toward 
the lake, spreading rye seed on disturbed 
areas, etc. Phase 2 will continue during 
winter 2021-22 and only on frozen ground 
with the removal of remaining invasive 
trees on areas that slope towards the lake, 
the erection of additional silt fence, the 
seeding of disturbed area, etc.

Phase 3 began this July with the grinding 
of stumps and tree sprouts and selected 
spot spraying of chemicals (in the fall) 
which is needed for the long-term goal of 
establishing highly diverse native prairie 
and hardwood species. This phase will 
continue during the summer and fall of 
2022 and 2023, and if needed, 2024. 

Phase 4 will be initiated after most 
invasive tree sprouts and herbaceous 
weeds are under control and will consist 
of burning the prairie off then seeding the 
area to a highly diverse native prairie. This 
seeding could be as early as 2023 but may 
occur as late as 2025 depending on how 
soon partners can get the site conducive 
to a successful seeding.

Phase 5 will occur the year after the native 
prairie is established and will consist 
of planting native hardwoods in an oak 
savanna/open hardwood configuration 
(40% to 70% open canopy at maturity). 
The plan is to work with the DNR Nursery 

and/or a private nursery to grow for 
transplant to the site, native bottomland 
bur oak (a subspecies that is native and 
more oak blight tolerant than many of the 
oaks in the Great Lakes area). Other native 
species such as hackberry, basswood, 
and walnut will also be planted to the 
site. Forestry experts tell us that our best 
chance of tree survival will be obtained 
by planting trees that are about a 1" 
diameter as those of larger size generally 
do not have adequate root mass to survive 
without intense maintenance. The SLPA 
leadership has suggested an adopt-a-tree 
program for local citizens to contribute 
to this effort. This is a program the DNR 
strongly supports and is eager to work 
with the SLPA when the site is ready for 
reforestation.

Phase 6 will be the long-term maintenance 
of the site through prescribed fire and 
other Timber Stand Improvement activities.  
When completed, and certainly through the 
later stages of the restoration process, 
the Angler's Bay Shoreland Restoration 
effort will benefit water quality and the 
prized bulrush and other plant beds 
along the lake shore.  It will provide 
optimum habitat on a relatively large-
scale basis to oak savanna dependent 
wildlife species, provide excellent hunting, 
fishing, wildlife watching opportunities for 
recreationalists, and provide a unique and 
spectacular viewshed for those viewing the 
area from a boat on Big Spirit or from the 
restored wetland/prairie areas east of the 
lake.
By Mark Gulick,  
NW District Wildlife Supervisor, Iowa DNR 

UPDATE ON ANGLER'S BAY  
SHORELAND RESTORATION PROJECT



In 1970, the Masers, Al and Delores, were 
able to purchase the farm that is now 
known as Wildwood Nature Preserve. Al 
Maser had hunted the property and was 
taken in by its beauty and bounty.  Al says 
of the property, "When walking around 
Wildwood, you can get a good sense of 
what the local landscape was like before 
the settlers arrived." According to its 
Facebook page, Wildwood Nature Preserve 
– a Maser Family Foundation project-- is 
a nature preserve located on the west 
shore of Big Spirit Lake. It is a sanctuary 
for plants and animals. Wildflowers, 
an oak savanna, sloughs, meadows, 
woods and more populate this beautiful 
property. Find Wildwood Nature Preserve 
at: www.facebook.com/Wildwood-Nature-
Preserve-a-Maser-Family-Foundation-
Project-179379775520390. While Al and 
his friends hunted early on, the focus of 
ownership changed over time. Delores 
asked that the farmstead land along the 
road be planted in native wildflowers and 
grasses. Al obliged as a 50th birthday gift. 
From that time on, conservation was always 
on their minds. In 1984 the property was 
designated as a private nature preserve.

The Masers have shared their love of this 
land with neighbors, friends, and family. 
Picnics and nature walks would evolve into 
free programming funded by the Maser 
Family Foundation. Before the COVID 
pandemic, Wildwood partnered with other 
groups to present classes, lectures, and 
field studies. Some partners have been the 
Dickinson County Nature Center, Pearson 
Art Center, the Iowa Lakeside Laboratory, 
the local Boy Scouts, and even an area 
Native American tribe. Programs have 
ranged from plein air artists to drumming 
circles to local school programs.

While this private land is not open to 
the public, the Masers continue to enjoy 
welcoming guests when events are 
scheduled.

Delores says of their ownership that “the 

pride of ownership is crowned by the ability 
to be a good steward of the land.” She 
references Aldo Leopold who championed 
environmental stewardship and his “land 
ethic.”  Lately she has been researching 
bridges for a local project. She discovered 
that there was originally a rock bridge 
where Buffalo Run feeds Big Spirit Lake 
from Hottes Lake. Her pride shows as she 
talks about being able to be a part of the 
system that brings the naturally filtered 
water to the Iowa Great Lakes for all to 
enjoy. When she learned that most of the 
local drinking water comes from Big Spirit 
Lake, she pointed to Wildwood’s chemical 
free conservation.

Through the years, the Masers have seen 
many changes in the property and the 
land around it. Some are man-driven like 
the recent dredging of West Hottes in 
hopes of the return of the great blue heron 
rookery. Some are natural like the changes 

in the bird population from songbirds 
to predators. As well, the plant life has 
evolved. There used to be cattails and 
muskrat houses all along the shores of the 
Hottes lakes but none for a long time. Now 
they are just returning. 

The DNR is the biggest neighbor of the 
property as Wildwood is surrounded by a 
lot of water. The Masers point out that the 
DNR has been an excellent partner and 
guide in many projects.

So,  as  you dr ive  by  and en joy 
the wonders  o f  that  area on your 
so journ around Big  Sp i r i t  Lake, 
th ink o f  the pos i t i ve  impacts 
th is  Wi ldwood area has on both 
our  "Qual i t y  o f  Water "  and our 
"Qual i t y  o f  L i fe "  in  the IGL 's 
area.  Thank you to  the Maser 
Fami ly  for  your  s tewardship. 

WILDWOOD
The Maser  Fami ly

Have you ever  not iced the qua int  l i t t le  cab in- l ike  s t ructure  and the new fence wi th  meta l  ga tes  jus t 
nor th  o f  East  Hot tes  Lake on the west  s ide o f  B ig  Sp i r i t  Lake?  Th is  i s  a  wonder fu l  proper ty  owned by 
A l  and Delores  Maser  who have been long- t ime res idents  in  the Iowa Great  Lake ( IGL)  area.  Take a 
look as  you pass  by  a t  the majes t ic  oaks in  the oak savannah area a t  the cres t  o f  the h i l l  and imagine 
Iowa severa l  hundred years  ago.  The i r  remarkable  s tewardship is  such a  benef i t  to  both our  “Qual i t y 
o f  L i fe”  and “”Qual i t y  o f  Water”  on Big  Sp i r i t  Lake.  We are  p leased to  have them s tewards o f  the land 
and water.  Here ’s  more o f  the i r  s tory. . .



Haven’t you always wondered why it’s a tradition to set off explosions of light in the sky on Independence Day? It’s certainly a day for 
celebration, but why fireworks? Well, the Independence Day history actually involves fireworks, and you can thank John Adams.

During the first months of the Revolutionary War, after the 13 colonies had all voted in favor of independence from Britain, Congress 
began to write a declaration, which became the Declaration of Independence. Before it was even finished and signed, an enthusiastic 
John Adams wrote how the occasion of America’s freedom should be celebrated. The first organized Independence Day fireworks were 
set off in 1777 in Pennsylvania and Boston (Adam’s hometown) one year after the Declaration of Independence was signed. Our 
country’s Independence Day is most certainly celebrated in a way Adams would have liked.

The Spirit Lake Annual Third of July Fireworks Display proudly continues on with that tradition. The earliest mention of the Spirit Lake 
Protective Association occurred in 1929 and in later years started organizing the 3rd of July Fireworks Display. This does not match 
Boston’s history, but is similarly spectacular. At one point, the fireworks were shot off from Templar Park, and the barge was brought 
on in later years. This tradition could not continue without the assistance of our SLPA members’ generous support. The support of the 
SLPA Century Club, business members and area residents is critical to our success.

It is exciting that Kabele’s Trading Post and Lodge served as our corporate sponsor for the 2021 fireworks display. Thank you, Thane 
and Tanya Johnson, for your continued support of the Iowa Great Lakes Region.

The evening of the event, Tal Allen, J&M Displays Inc., continued to provide us with a spectacular fireworks display. In 2020 and again 
in 2021, the Spirit Lake Fire Department joined our efforts by patrolling the display area with their rescue boat along with Spirit Lake 
residents John Haver, John Smeltzer and Mark Stelzer. A big thank you goes out to all these individuals for their efforts, support and 
dedication.

This is an unforgettable evening where families and friends gather around Spirit Lake for fellowship, fun, and food. The bright colors 
and loud bangs are the perfect way to celebrate America’s freedom year after year.

The SLPA Board sends our best wishes to all our members, the Lakes area residents, their families, and friends. We hope that you stay 
safe and healthy during the coming year and beyond.

SPIRIT  LAKE F IREWORKS:  
THE BEST F IREWORKS ON THE THIRD OF JULY



Another year has flown by and the SLPA Board has continued to work diligently. 
Covid-19 lingered but didn’t keep the Board from engaging in projects to preserve 
and protect the quality of life and quality of water we treasure. With the enthusiasm 
of this Board and the strong support of Big Spirit Lake residents and community, we 
found projects to continue our work. 

Last fall we helped fund the new Spillway dock. What a joy to see the new dock being 
used as Walleye Weekend resumed this spring with a record enrollment. We are so 
grateful for the funding we receive from this event through the Iowa Great Lakes 
Chamber enabling us to fund lake access projects like the new dock. 

With a common goal, we joined with the other lake protection associations to help 
fund an East Lake acquisition that is in process. The support we provided is an 
indication that we are all truly “in this together.”

The Red, White & Blue Pancake Breakfast on July 3 was a HUGE success. We ran 
out of pancakes but not the great support and enthusiasm of our community. Next 
year we are going to be prepared! This is an event we love to work on!! Our thanks 
to everyone for coming to beautiful Mini-Wakan State Park to enjoy the fun and 
fellowship.

The July 3rd Fireworks celebration was spectacular! Our appreciation goes out to 
Kabele’s Trading Post and Lodge, our corporate sponsor and our generous Century 
Club Members. With continued financial support from individuals and businesses, 
we will be able to celebrate with an awesome fireworks show. Next year the show will 
be bigger as our fundraising is already growing. Thank you everyone!

This year we received many generous memorials to honor loved ones. Please note the 
list of Memorials found in this newsletter. The Board is humbled by the donations 
entrusted to us to honor these special people. Be assured that we will do our best 
to use these funds wisely.

Respectfully,

BECKI  HUISENGA  

SLPA Treasurer

2021 SLPA TREASURER’S REPORT INCOME
DIRECT PUBLIC SUPPORT
Business Memberships  1870.00

Individual Memberships  14,526.00

Donations 959.69

INVESTMENTS
Interest - Savings  6.99

SPECIAL EVENTS INCOME
Dock Contributions  6,525.00

Fireworks  29,277.00

Silent Auction  520.00

Walleye Weekend  5,000.00

Memorials  5,580.00

Special Projects  7,238.07

Pancake Breakfast  6,570.00

Indirect Public Support  50.00

Other 16.06

EXPENSES
BUOY/SNOW
Removal  1,880.00

BUSINESS EXPENSES
Memberships  1,100.00

Advertising, Promotion  1,647.45

Registration Fees  255.85

CONTRACT SERVICES
Accounting Fees  830.00

OPERATIONS
Insurance  2,396.00

Miscellaneous Expense  516.06

Postage, Mailing Service  761.80

Printing and Copying  7,160.07

Fireworks  20,000.00

Stipend Expense  1,100.00

Storage Unit 256.80

Website  99.00

Travel and Meetings  675.00

SPECIAL EVENTS DONATIONS
Dock Donations  6,492.00

E. Okoboji Shore 15,000.00

Spillway Park 10,000.00

NET INCOME $4,263.78

TEMPLAR STATE RECREATION AREA 
SUBCOMMITTEE

In August of 2019, the SLPA invited individuals representing different lake 
associations to a meeting at Mini-Wakan State Park. One of the outcomes of this 
meeting was a subcommittee to focus on the Templar State Recreation Area. The 
committee presented the document to the SLPA Board in June, and it was formally 
accepted and endorsed in July. It will soon be available for review on the SLPA 
website.



SLPA ANNUAL MEETING

SATURDAY, AUGUST 14

P.O. BOX 51 

SPIRIT LAKE, IOWA 51360


